Arizona Lodge No. 2 F. & A. M.

Arizona Lodge No. 2 F. & A. M.

Under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Arizona

2020
MarchJune,
2021

0

Arizona Lodge No. 2 F. & A. M.

March, 2021

Arizona Lodge #2
March 2021 Trestleboard

From the East - Grammar
Grammar is the first of the seven arts and sciences
mentioned in our ritual: with Grammar, Rhetoric and
logic making up what is called “The Trivium”. In today’s
world, Grammar is such a staple of civilized society that,
as children – we enter “Grammar School” or elementary
school. We are taught the importance of reading and
writing; how to understand language. Grammar is the
basis on which we build our understanding of ourselves
and the world around us. We use words to define things,
differentiate things, to construct and deconstruct complex
ideas. But education in the US wasn’t always so
universal. In 1852, Massachusetts was the first state to
require children to attend school. It wasn’t until 1930 that
all states in the US had some sort of law requiring
children to be educated.
In 17th century England, at the birth of the first Grand Lodge in England – literacy among Men
hovered somewhere between 30-60%. It’s no wonder that Freemasonry stressed the
importance of “Grammar” as a corner stone to prepare the mind for further understanding of
mans quest for light. Thus, Grammar is the first step in the arts and sciences as depicted in the
staircase of the 2nd. Degree. Albert Mackey said about the winding stairs: “..they represent the
progress of an inquiring mind with the toils and labors of intellectual cultivation and study”….
“the knowledge of the trivium having furnished him with the key to all language, and that of the
quadrivium having opened him to the secret laws of nature” – The Symbolism of Freemasonry by
Albert Mackey.

Yours in Education, Understanding & Freedom
Bo Buchanan, Master - Arizona Lodge No. 2
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From the South – Vices
The common gavel teaches us to dump them. Those pesky
flaws which persistently peck at the liver of our character
slowing our progress toward that perfect ashlar. There, said it
- flawed. In Merriam-Webster is here dissected under option
(“vice, noun, def 1:c - a habitual and usually trivial defect or
shortcoming”).
Truth being a principal tenet of our fraternity, I admit my
most longstanding vice – not telling the whole truth. Some
might call “white lies” others might call deception and others
could call outright misrepresentation. All are the same thing –
the vice of not being fully truthful. Trivial?
Calling a spade a spade, this spade digging my
mental/moral grave is a particular vice I consistently want
divested from my heart and conscience.
Many times, when faced with a challenge, I react to protect myself by sugar coating or
omitting pertinent details. For instance, an omission would be me telling a client after 2 weeks
of being asked a question, I don’t yet have answers from the authority when in fact it took me a
week and a half before I reached out for the answer. The whole truth would have revealed I was
not completely diligent on the client’s behalf and not inferred the authority was slow in response.
Arguing generally these “little” omissions are trivial or could be hurtful or inconvenient if they
weren’t withheld seemingly creates a dilemma. What purpose is served? In the tougher
question, is the paradox of telling the whole truth, in truth best for all and therefore worth telling
to divest myself of this vice?
Which has a higher value to me - justifications to avoid accountability by perpetuating a vice or
purging myself of it to become a more perfect ashlar?
My answer is very simple, when others put their faith in me, they assume I will only tell them the
whole truth. In that case, our value to others is diminished if we cannot be trusted to provide the
complete truth to that invested faith.
Next month our “line” of sight before the plumb.
Vic Olson
Junior Warden, Arizona No. 2
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March is Women’s History Month

Rose Mofford was the first
female Governor of Arizona
from 1988-1991.
Sandra Day O’Connor settled in Arizona in 1957 with
her husband and raised 3 sons. She served as Assistant
Attorney General of Arizona from 1965-1969 and was then
appointed to fill a vacancy in the Arizona Senate. She ran
and won the election the following year. She went on to
become the first woman to serve as a Majority Leader in
the Arizona Senate – and first in the country.
In 1974, O’Connor was elected to the Maricopa County
Superior Court serving from 1975-1979 when she was
appointed to the Arizona State Court of Appeals.
In 1981, Sandra Day O’connor became the first female
associate of the Supreme Court of the United States. Upon
her nomination, she was confirmed unanimously by the
Senate.
Sharlot Hall was a journalist, poet and
historian. She was the first woman to
hold an office in the Arizona Territorial
government. The Sharlot Hall Museum
in Prescott is named after her.
Mary Colter was an American Architect &
designer. She designed many of the
Landmark buildings at the Grand Canyon
for the Fred Harvey Company.
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From the Secretaries Desk
What is the one phrase that we most use when describing Masonry? “Freemasonry makes good
men better”. I cringe every time I hear it. It is very well-intentioned, and I accept that in an era of
shortened attention spans and lowered expectations, we need quick-hit marketing snippets.
Nevertheless, I believe this statement belies a fundamental problem in not only the way we discuss
the Craft to the Profane but the value that we place on our Fraternity.
The distinction is subtle but crucial. To me, the statement suggests that simply becoming a Mason
will improve you – that the initiate can remain passive and somehow be transformed by the
Fraternity. This passivity is often suggested in the example we set as Brothers.
I offer this as an alternative: “Through the study of her history and contemplation of her ritual and
symbols, Freemasonry is a spiritual and philosophical system which, when properly applied,
provides men with a framework upon which to improve themselves and their world.”
A bit more complex, but gives the listener a little more to chew on, doesn’t it?
Brethren, the answers we give the profane do not have to be simple and mundane. Look deeply
within yourself to find what Freemasonry truly means to you. How we portray ourselves has a direct
correlation on the types of men we attract, and therefore to the continued perpetuation of our
Lodges.
(Quoted from Right Worshipful Brother Christopher J. Busby)
It is a great honor to be a lodge Secretary.

Michael DiGiacomo PM
Secretary

Good Grammar helps you
communicate clearly and make sure
everyone understands the desired
outcome. William Bradshaw of the
Huffington Post once wrote: “The
better the grammar, the clearer the
message, the more likelihood of
understanding the message’s intent
and meaning”.
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The 7 Liberal Arts & Sciences
Illustrating & Explaining Freemasonry
by Albert Mackey
In the 7th century, and for a longtime afterwards,
the circle of instruction to which all the learning of
the most eminent schools and most distinguished
philosophers was confined, was limited to what
were then called the liberal arts and sciences, and
consisted of two branches, the trivium and the
quadrivium. The trivium included grammar,
rhetoric, logic; the quadrivium comprehended
arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy.
“These seven heads” says Enfield, “were supposed to include universal knowledge. He who was the
master of these was thought to have no need of a preceptor to explain any books or to solve any

questions which lay within the compass of human reason, the knowledge of the trivium having
furnished him with the key to all language, and that of the quadrivium having opened to him the
secret laws of nature.
At a period, says the same writer, when few were instructed in the trivium, and very few
studied the quadrivium, to be master of both was sufficient to complete the character of a
philosopher. The propriety, therefore, of adopting the seven liberal arts and sciences as a symbol
of the completion of human learning is apparent. The candidate, having reached this point, is
now supposed to have accomplished the task upon which he had entered – he has reached the
last step, and is now ready to receive the full fruition of human learning.
So far, then, we are able to comprehend
the true symbolism of the Winding Stairs.
They represent the progress of an inquiring
mind with the toils and labors of intellectual
cultivation and study, and the
Preparatory acquisition of all human
science, as a preliminary step to the
attainment of divine truth, which it must be
remembered is always symbolized in
Masonry by the WORD.
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Pioneer Cemetery holds an important place in the hearts of Arizona Freemasons. Early founders of the
state of Arizona as well as Freemasonry in Arizona are buried there. That is why this year, for the 2nd
year in a row, in addition to being a member of the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association, we will be donating
$1.00 for every member of Arizona Lodge No. 2 . If you would like to support this important Arizona
historical site, please visit the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association website below:

http://www.azhistcemeteries.org/

LEADERS
In our January Education, Senior Warden
Matthew Harris spoke about Masonic
Leadership. As a Mason, you don’t have to sit
in one of the chairs to be a leader. Each of us
has an opportunity to be a leader in our
families, in our communities and in our work.
Being a leader is about modeling the kind of
behavior that encourages others as well as
holding them accountable. Being a leader is
about having a clear vision for the future and
staying true to the goal through difficulties. By
helping yourself and others to do the right thing
– we can inspire those around us and achieve
what previously seemed impossible!
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Arizona No. 2 will
be travelling to the
Lost Dutchman
Degree in March!
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MARCH STATED MEETING
WILL BE IN PERSON AS OF THIS PRINTING
Stay Tuned for updates via Facebook, Website & Email
MARCH stated is the Chili Cookoff – join us for some good chili!
6:00pm – Chili is served in the dining room
7:00pm – Gavel starts in person meeting
Trestleboard Education
7 Arts & Sciences

Stated Meetings

Short Talk Education
This year, each month at our
Stated Meeting we will be
presenting a “Short Talk
Bulletin” originally written by
the Masonic Service
Association. Each month a
different officer will be
presenting. Check out the
website for short talk podcasts!
www.MSANA.com

Each Month for 7 months of
the year, our electronic
Trestleboard will focus on 7
Arts and Sciences.
Each Sunday, our Facebook
page will share an exciting
virtual education presentation.

of the
Mind
4thQuarry
Tuesday
Education

Quarry of the Mind
Every 4th Tuesday we will hold
our “Quarry of the Mind”
education night, either in
person or virtually online –
open to Masons & NonMasons about esoteric topics,
the 7 arts & sciences & selfIn 2021, we will
continue
improvement.
These
will our
th
4 Tuesday
education
continue
online
while wenight
are
with a toLong
education
unable
meetform
in person.
every 4th Tuesday – either
virtual or in person. Check
Facebook & the calendar for
topics and speakers.

2021 DUES
2021 DUES are now payable. Dues are the lifeblood of a lodge and help us keep running
smoothly. Lodge dues become payable in December of the year prior. Dues are now
OVERDUE. You can now use Chase QUICKPAY or pay via PayPal. A link for
PayPal/credit card payment will soon be placed on our website page.

“To learn a language is to have one more window from which to look at the world”
------ Anchient Chinese Proverb-------Under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Arizona
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MARCH MASONIC BIRTHDAYS
3/25/00
3/28/00

21 yrs
21 yrs

Andrew Chuka Jr 3/13/56
Marshall Grayson 3/21/61

65 yrs Christopher Anson 3/27/01
60 yrs Eric Ovalle
3/23/04

20 yrs
17 yrs

Theddie Babcock 3/14/63
Daniel Forsch
3/26/63

58 yrs Joseph Woodworth 3/2/06
58 yrs Gregory Leyrer
3/16/06

15 yrs
15 yrs

John Boyce
LeeRoy Griffin

3/23/65
3/23/65

56 yrs John Newman
3/18/08
56 yrs Andrew Thurston 3/22/11

13 yrs
10 yrs

Richard Neal
Glenn Coyle

3/23/71
3/28/72

50 yrs Stephen Cole
3/29/11
49 yrs Anthony Crosson 3/20/12

10 yrs
9 yrs

Jack Williams
James Cooley

3/23/76
3/13/79

45 yrs Douglas MacPherson 3/21/13
42 yrs Keith Baerlin
3/4/14

8 yrs
7 yrs

Edwin Patterson 3/13/79
George Amos 3/30/82

42 yrs Albert Krueger
39 yrs Patrick Penn

3/15/14
3/15/16

7 yrs
5 yrs

Richard Simpelaar 3/17/83
Jeffrey Clements 3/18/86

38 yrs Chase May
35 yrs John Canisales

3/26/16
3/11/17

5 yrs
4 yrs

Alfred Kimberly
Terry McLemore

3/27/90
3/26/91

31 yrs Andrew Armenta 3/21/18
30 yrs Roman Chavez
3/10/20

3 yrs
1 yrs

Chad Bearden
Robb Marquis

3/26/96
3/9/99

25 yrs
22 yrs

Robert Rasmussen Jr. 3/30/1948
Herman Chanen
3/13/56

73 yrs John Spann
65 yrs Richard Weiland

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his
own language, that goes to his heart”
------ Nelson Mandela-------
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Upcoming Events
March Schedule
3/1/21
3/2/21
3/6/21
3/9/21
3/16/21
3/23/21
3/30/21

Trustees Meeting (Virtual)
Stated Meeting – In person
Lost Dutchman Outdoor Degree
Degree or Practice
Degree or Practice
4th Tuesday Education
5th Tuesday Social Night

Check our Website & Facebook page for places & times.
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2021 Officers for Arizona No. 2
Worshipful Master
Robert F. Buchanan III
630.846.4663
rfb321@gmail.com

Senior Warden
Matthew Harris
480.939.1321
mharrisaz2@outlook.com

Junior Warden
Victor Olson
480-544-2174
victoro@pdgoffice.com

Treasurer
Cory Whalin
480.246.5566
cory@suvinowineryaz.com

Secretary
Michael DiGiacomo
602-570-4476
secretary@azlodge2.org

Chaplain
Anthony Crosson
602-717-0435
acrosson1984@gmail.com

Senior Deacon
John Canisales
623-853-7913
Jcanisales3@gmail.com

Junior Deacon
Matthew Traylor
480.669.4422
traylorpark83@gmail.com

Marshall
Bryan Vance
928-380-3188
bryanrvance@yahoo.com

Senior Steward
Robb Knotts
602.769.8468
Apollyon07@gmail.com

Junior Steward
Joel Birch
623.680.7531

Tyler
Forrest Holdorf
202.352.4218
Forrestholdorf@gmail.com
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